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CHRONICLER'S REPORT FOR 1919. 

1919 

Jan. 6. Ex-President Theodore Roosevelt died. 

Jan. 11. Vilhjalmur Stefansson, the noted arctic explorer, 
was awarded the Hubbard medal by the National 
Geographic Society. He, and Admiral Robert 
E. Peary and Major General A. W. Greely, 
made a noted group at the presentation cere- 
mony. 

Jan. 11. The old "John Chamberlin's," as it was known 
in the 70's and 80's, a famous gathering place 
for public men, at the S. E. corner of Fifteenth 
and I Streets, N. W., was purchased for the 
site of the new Liberty Savings Bank. 

Feb. 8. Inauguration of the two-platoon system, was the 
most interesting event in the District Fire De- 
partment. 

Feb. 22. Dr. Mary Walker, former Army surgeon and 
advocate of male attire for women, died. 

Feb. 23. Fiftieth anniversary of Metropolitan Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Among the prominent men 
in official life who have worshipped there are: 
Presidents Grant and McKinley, Vice-Presidents 
Colfax and Fairbanks, and Chief Justice Chase. 
The chimes in the Kelso spire have been rung 
on many memorable occasions in the history of 
the city. 

Feb. 25. The Reed " bone-dry' ' rider, prohibiting the 
bringing of liquor into the District of Columbia, 
went into effect. 

Feb. 27. Washington's parade of welcome to returning 
soldiers of the World war. 

Mch. 1. The old residence of the Bates estate, 1207 First 
Street, N. W., a landmark of the city, became 
an Emergency Home for Children, under the 
control of the Central Union Mission. 
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Mch. 21. Official arrival of spring! Only twice in the past 
twenty-five years have the people of Washington 
experienced milder winter seasons — to date 
only 3 3/10 inches of snow, which is the lowest 
on record. The two winters that were milder 
were those of 1879-80 and 1889-90. 

Mch. 22. Transfer of "Evermay," the old Davidson estate, 
one of the old historic Georgetown mansions, 
to new owners — the first change since 1882. 

Apr. 12. Aloysius I. Mudd, former newspaper man and 
author of a history of "Theaters of Washing- 
ton," died. 

Apr. 27. Beginning of three days' celebration of the one 
hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
foundation of St. Patrick's Catholic Church. 

May 8. Fifth Liberty Loan or Victory Drive "over the 
top" celebration. Among the features was a 
mass meeting at the ellipse, addressed by Ole 
Hansen, Mayor of Seattle, fearless foe of the 
I. W. W. Result of drive, $28,362,250 from 
132,159 subscribers. 

May 8. The U. S. Navy seaplane NC-4, commanded by 
Lt. Commander A. C. Read, completed the 
first flight across the Atlantic in actual flying 
time of 26 hours and 47 minutes, from New- 
foundland to Portugal. 

May 28. Establishment of an entire colored company in 
No. 4 Engine House. 

June 1. The old colonial house, 614 E Street, N. W., 
formerly owned by James C. McGuire, art 
collector, opened on this date by the Y. W. C. A. 
as a service house. 

June 2. Attempt by an anarchist to destroy the home of 
Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer, resulting 
only in the death of the bomb planter. 

June 7. Return home of the 312th Machine Gun Battalion 
from service in world war. 

June 21. Georgetown University planted memorial trees in 
memory of her former students who fell in the 
world war. 
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June 26. Lower Potomac Park Ferry between the naval 
militia dock at Seventh Street, and Lower 
Potomac Park, put in operation. 

July 1. The War Time Emergency Prohibition Act went 
into effect, and for the first time in history the 
sale of liquor became illegal throughout the 
United States. 

July 4. With the Washington Monument as a background, 
the great "human flag," composed of 5,000 
women and children in the grand stand, and in 
front of it the returned soldiers of Washington 
who were recipients of medals of honor from 
their city. 

July 8. Return of President Wilson from Paris where 
he had been influential in the framing of the 
Treaty of Peace. With the exception of a few 
days in February and March when he returned 
to this country, he was away about seven months. 

July 12. The National Board of Farm Organizations pur- 
chased the historic Slater mansion, 1731 I 
Street. Three cabinet officers — Secretary of 
State Frelinghuysen, Postmaster-General Wana- 
maker, and Secretary of the Navy William C 
Whitney, were former owners of this house. 

July 12. School established for prisoners in the District jail. 

July 21. The beginning of a series of race riots throughout 
the country, the first of which occurred in 
Washington on this date. Seven lives were 
reported lost here. 

Aug. 1. Accident on the Maryland line of the Washington 
Railway & Electric Company, when a city- 
bound car overturned at second and R Streets, 
N. E.; thirty-five persons were injured. 

Aug. 12. Eight thousand men, the famous 4th Marine 
Brigade, 2nd Division, backbone of the American 
Expeditionary Force at Chateau Thierry, Bel- 
leau Wood and other decisive conflicts, marched 
up Pennsylvania Avenue for the final review by 
the President. 
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Aug. 30. President and Mrs. Wilson were hosts to 800 
Walter Reed soldiers at a lawn party on the 
White House grounds. 

Sept. 4. President Wilson began an extensive tour of the 
country in an effort to force the ratification of 
the League of Nations. After delivering more 
than forty speeches throughout the West, he 
broke down under the strain, before completing 
his itinerary, and was obliged to return to the 
White House. 

Sept. 30. Opening of the first dental clinics in the public 
schools. 

Sept. 17. The First Division of Regulars, led by General 
John J. Pershing, and " Pershing's Own," 
marched up Pennsylvania Avenue in one of the 
greatest military reviews since the Civil War. 

Sept. 16. Two hundredth commemoration by Rock Creek 
Episcopal Church Parish, of the donation of 
1,000 pounds of tobacco and 100 acres of land 
out of his manor, known as " Generosity/ ' for a 
glebe and for building a chapel, by John Brad- 
ford in 1719. 

Sept. 27. Cardinal Mercier, of Belgium, arrived in the city. 

Sept. 27. Death of Brother Tobias, founder of St. John's 
College. 

Oct. 1. Washington's first Junior High School was estab- 
lished in the old Central High School, which 
was the original Washington High School. 

Oct. 12. Catholic Women's Service Club took possession 
of the old home of Chief Justice Chase, at 
Sixth and E Streets, N. W. 

Oct. 25. The Church of the Reformation (Lutheran), one 
of the historic religious congregations of Wash- 
ington, observed its fiftieth anniversary. 

Oct. 27. Dedication ceremonies under the auspices of the 
District of Columbia Bar Association, of the 
remodeled Courthouse. Associate Justice Wen- 
dell Phillips Stafford and Chief Justice J. 
Harry Covington made addresses, followed by 
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Henry E. Davis, who gave a history of the 
edifice. 

Oct. 27. Arrival of their majesties, King Albert and Queen 
Elizabeth of the Belgians, and his Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Brabant. During their stay 
in Washington the King called on the President, 
addressed the U. S. Senate, visited Mt. Vernon 
and wa& decorated by Secretary Baker with the 
distinguished service cross. George Washington 
University and the Catholic University bestowed 
LL.D. degrees on the King. The Queen 
received the degree of Litt.D. from Trinity 
College. 

Oct. 28. The District Minimum Wage Board fixed $15.50 
a week as the minimum wage for experienced 
women in the printing, publishing and allied 
trades. In August the Board fixed $16.50 a week 
as the minimum wage in the mercantile industry 
for experienced women. The Board laid down 
rates to be paid minors and apprentices. 

Nov. 6. Total enrollment of children in the public schools, 
reported as 60,213. 

Nov. 8. Consecration of Bethlehem Chapel of The Nativity, 
the first portion of the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and 
Paul to be completed, a memorial to the late 
Bishop Satterlee, first Bishop of Washington. 

Nov. 8. Women's City Club purchased 22 Jackson Place, 
temporary home of President Roosevelt during 
the remodelling of the White House, from 
June 25 to November 6, 1902. 

Nov. 11. On the anniversary of Armistice Day, Edward, 
Prince of Wales and heir to the British throne, 
arrived in Washington for a three days' visit. 
Called on President Wilson, visited Walter 
Reed Hospital, Annapolis and Mt. Vernon. 

Nov. 11. Rev. James S. Durkee, of Massachusetts, installed 
as President of Howard University. 

Nov. The Police biennial census showed population of 

Washington, 455,428, an increase of 59,481 for 
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the two years. Of this increase 47,467 are 
whites and 12,014 colored. 

Nov. 22. Laying of the cornerstone of the New Masonic 
Temple at Brightwood, D. C, by members of 
Stansbury Lodge F. A. A. M. 

Nov. 23. St. John's Episcopal Church reopened for services 
after extensive repairs. 

Nov. 30. The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Georgetown, 
observed its 150th anniversary. The first meet- 
ing house was erected in 1769 — 18 years after 
Georgetown, then in Frederick County in the 
English Province of Maryland, was laid out. 

Dec. 2. The historic Corcoran residence, 1611 H Street, 
became the property of the United States 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dec. 9. The tree which stood near the main entrance of 
• Walter Reed Hospital was blown down. In 
Early's raid in July, 1864, Confederate sharp- 
shooters operated from its heavily-leaved 
branches. 

Dec. 13. A coal crisis necessitated closing of stores until 12 
noon, and lightless nights for a period. 

Dec. 27. 79 portable structures are now used to accommo- 
date the overflow in the public schools. 

Dec. 31. During the year 4,290 accidents occurred, resulting 
in 64 deaths; 125 others seriously hurt; 1,705 
minor injuries. 900 automobiles stolen, 740 were 
recovered. 

The District of Columbia furnished 24,853 
men to the National Armed Forces of the United 
States in the World War, according to Col. 
Ayers in "War with Germany/ ' 
Respectfully submitted, 

Frederick L. Fishback, 

Chronicler. 

The Chronicler acknowledges his indebtedness to Miss 
Ella J. Morrison, who has a keen interest in our beloved 
Washington, for her valued assistance in the preparation of 
this report. 



